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God’s Gift and Call to Unity — and Our Commitment

1. “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1).
Creation is a gift from the living God. We celebrate creation’s life in its diversity
and give thanks for its goodness. It is the will of God that the whole creation,
reconciled in the love of Christ through the transforming power of the Holy
Spirit, should live together in unity and peace (Eph.1).

Our Experience

2. Today, the whole creation, the world and its people, live in the tension
between the profoundest hope and the deepest despair. We give thanks for the
diversity of human cultures, for the wonder of knowledge and learning, for the
enthusiasm and vibrancy of many young people, for communities being rebuilt
and enemies reconciled, for people being healed and populations fed. We rejoice
when people of different faiths work together for justice and peace. These are
signs of hope and new beginnings. But we grieve that there are also places where
God’s children cry out. Social and economic injustice, poverty and famine,
greed and war, ravage our world. There is violence and terrorism and the threat
of war, particularly nuclear war. Many have to live with HIV and AIDS, and
suffer from other epidemics; peoples are displaced and their lands dispossessed.
Many women and children are victims of violence, inequality and trafficking,
as are some men. There are those who are marginalized and excluded. We are
all in danger of being alienated from our cultures and disconnected from earth.
Creation has been misused and we face threats to the balance of life, a growing
ecological crisis and the effects of climate change. These are signs of our disor-
dered relations with God, with one another and with creation, and we confess
that they dishonour God’s gift of life.

3. Within churches we experience a similar tension between celebration
and sorrow. There are signs of vibrant life and creative energy in the growth of
Christian communities around the world with rich diversity. There is a deepen-
ing sense among some churches of needing one another and of being called by
Christ to be in unity. In places where churches experience anguish and constant
fear of persecution, solidarity between Christians from different traditions in
the service of justice and peace is a sign of God’s grace. The ecumenical move-
ment has encouraged new friendships forming a seed bed in which unity can
grow. There are places where Christians work and witness together in their lo-
cal communities and new regional agreements of covenanting, closer fellowship





